
Ethel M. Ward
January 20, 1932 - January 9, 2025

It is with heavy hearts that we announce that Ethel Mae Ward (Arnold) passed
away at age 92 on January 9th 2025 in her daughter’s home surrounded by
her family. 

 

Ethel was born in Detroit in 1932, the youngest of three children to Jennie
Arnold (Dempsey) and Everett Stanley Arnold. She was married to Russell
Ward in 1950, and they remained married for 40 years until his passing. They
raised two children together, Marilyn Schmidt, and Russell Ward Jr. 

While raising her children and caring for the household, she learned to drive in
her 30s. Prior to this, she used the bus systems and taxis to do the shopping
and take her children to their appointments, doing what she needed to care for
her family. 

 

She was a Christian woman, but more than that, she lived what she preached.
She and Russell opened their home and gave up their room to both her
mother and her mother-in-law, and when her son, Russ, had a stroke later in
life, she cared for him in her home as well. She stayed with her daughter on
weekdays when her grand-daughter, Amanda, was young so that she never
needed day care. Her grand-daughter, and all of her friends, called her Muga
— a nickname she used with pride for 30 years. 

 



After the passing of her husband, she stayed in her home in Pinckney and
maintained her independence. She volunteered consistently — delivering for
Meals on Wheels for many years. When she was no longer physically able to
do this, she started making greeting cards for use by Meals on Wheels. The
seniors were always thrilled to see her and were so thankful for her time and
kindness. She was active in several areas of church, with her favorite being
the Sewing Circle. 

Ethel had a special love for her family and friends. Her oldest treasured
friendship was with Louise Bloetscher, which she maintained until her passing,
was one of more than 50 years. She was artistic and talented in many areas,
and she lovingly passed on this knowledge to anyone who wished to learn.
She taught her grand-daughter to crochet, sew, embroider, and cross-stitch,
and did so with the utmost patience. These memories and her creations will
be treasured by her family forever. 

She was predeceased by her husband, Russell Ward; her son, Russell Ward
Jr.; and her siblings Mary Ellen Arnold and Robert Arnold. She is survived by
her daughter Marilyn Ward Schmidt; her son-in-law Jerome Schmidt; and
grand-daughter Amanda Schmidt.  Also, survived by Step-grandchildren:
JoAnna and Tad Dennis and Carrie Schmidt.  And by Step-
greatgrandchildren: Christopher Schmidt-Towers, Gabe Francisco, Aubrie and
Emmie Dennis. 

 

A visitation will be held for Ethel at Mandziuk & Son Funeral Home in Sterling
Heights from 5-8 pm on January 17 2025, and a memorial will be held at the
same location at 10 AM on January 18 2025. Following the memorial, the
family invites friends and family to join them for lunch at Hamlin Pub on
Rochester Road/Hamlin. The family respectfully asks that in lieu of flowers, to
please consider donating to the Michigan Humane Society in Ethel’s honor at
https://give.michiganhumane.org.





Cemetery Details

Mount Hope Memorial Gardens

17840 Middlebelt Rd
Livonia, MI 48152

Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 17. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Mandziuk & Son Funeral Directors, Inc. - Sterling Heights
3801 18 Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48314
(586) 997-3838

Funeral Service

JAN 18. 10:00 AM (ET)

Mandziuk & Son Funeral Directors, Inc. - Sterling Heights
3801 18 Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48314
(586) 997-3838
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Cynthia R Aseltine - April 15, 2025 at 09:14 AM

So sorry for your loss. I have thought about often over the years.
She was one of my best weekly customers. Did her hair for many
years. Great Lady.

Love, The Stott Family - January 16, 2025 at 10:16 AM

Love, The Stott Family purchased the Emerald G
arden Basket for the family of Ethel M. Ward.

Amy/Brandon Pupava & Karen Smith - January 13, 2025 at
09:39 PM

Amy/Brandon Pupava & Karen Smith purchased
the Fairest of All for the family of Ethel M. Ward.

January 13, 2025 at 12:51 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Ethel M. Ward.

https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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January 13, 2025 at 12:51 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Ethel M. Ward.

Michelle A Stott - January 13, 2025 at 08:40 AM

We always had so much fun visiting in the summer at the "Wards
Cottage". Mrs. Ward was so nice, always smiling. She made the
best banana bread. I heard her secret was to cook it in a coffee can.
I remember Mr. Ward teaching us all to play "Spoons". It was so
much fun. I will always have fond memories of the entire Ward
family, especially my friend Marilyn. My thoughts and prayers are
with you Marilyn.

MS
Marilyn schmidt - January 13, 2025 at 12:07 PM

Thank you Micki, so many great memories with your family!

JS

John Stott - January 13, 2025 at 04:40 PM

Marilyn, I was heartbroken to hear about your mom and yes I concur
totally with Micky that those were some of the greatest times at your
cottage. Your mom always greeted us with such a warm smile and to
this day we I always talk about her incredible banana bread. She was
always such a wonderful host and we will truly miss her and of course,
both Rusty and your Dad too. I remember all the games and yes, even
my granddaughter now plays spoons I remember the wonderful steaks
that your dad cooked out… and countless afternoons in the lake. Your
mom truly will be missed ….our prayers go out to you and your family.

https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Amanda - January 12, 2025 at 05:47 PM

4 files added to the tribute wall


