Irena Rakowiecki
January 7, 1953 - December 28, 2024

The Beautiful Life of Irena Elzbieta Rakowiecka (Kawa)
January 7, 1953 — December 28, 2024

Born on January 7, 1953, in Rzeszéw, Poland, Irena Elzbieta Kawa was a
woman whose life was a testament to love, faith, and selflessness. From her
earliest years, she brought warmth and light to the lives of everyone around
her.

In her school days in Poland, Irena met the love of her life, Zbigniew
Rakowiecki. Their love story, built on friendship and shared dreams,
blossomed over the years. In 1972, she emigrated to Detroit, Michigan. A year
later, Irena and Zbigniew exchanged their wedding vows.

Together, they raised three children who became the center of Irena’s world:
Jan (with wife Nicole), Kathy (with husband Marcin), and Annette (with
husband Piotr). She dedicated her heart and soul to being an extraordinary
mother, imparting love, wisdom, and unwavering support. Her love grew even
more profound with the arrival of her grandchildren—Aleksander, Emmali,
Dominik, and Filip—who brought her the greatest joy. Her boundless love for
her family, especially her grandchildren, was a testament to her selfless nature
and steadfast devotion.



Irena’s faith in God was the foundation of her life. With unshakable trust in His
plan, she faced all challenges and joys with grace and strength. Her prayers
were a constant source of peace, and her unfaltering commitment inspired
everyone who knew her to draw closer to God.

Hospitality was her hallmark; she was the queen of hospitality. Irena’s home
was a sanctuary of love and warmth, where no one ever left hungry or
unloved. Her table was always abundant, her doors always open, and her
arms always ready to embrace anyone in need. Even stray animals found
refuge with her, as her compassion knew no bounds.

Her love for her Polish heritage was a cornerstone of her identity. Irena
proudly and joyfully celebrated her culture, sharing traditions, stories, and
dishes that connected her family to their roots. From festive celebrations to
the daily warmth of a home-cooked meal, she carried the spirit of Poland in
her heart and passed it on to her family.

Irena was not only a mother and grandmother—she was the rock of her family.
Through her actions, she taught what it meant to love unconditionally,
persevere through hardship, and give without expecting anything in return.
Her strength, kindness, and generosity were the foundation upon which her
family built their lives.

To her sister Danuta, she was a lifelong confidante. To her friends, she was a
source of comfort and joy. To all who knew her, she was a beacon of light and
love, a person who forever left an indelible mark on their lives.

Even in her final days, Irena’s courage and strength were extraordinary. She
fought tirelessly, driven by her love for her family and an unwavering will to be
there for them. On December 28, 2024, surrounded by her loved ones, she
peacefully departed for Heaven, leaving behind a legacy of love, faith, and



compassion that will forever inspire her family.

Rest in peace, dearest Irena. You were an extraordinary wife, mother,
grandmother, sister, aunt and friend. Your love and light will continue to shine
in the hearts of all who knew you.

"l do not ask You, God, why You took her, but | thank You for giving her to

me.

Piekne Zycie Ireny Elzbiety Rakowieckiej (Kawa)
7 stycznia 1953 — 28 grudnia 2024

Urodzona 7 stycznia 1953 roku w Rzeszowie, Irena Elzbieta Kawa byta
kobieta, ktorej zycie byto Swiadectwem mitosci, wiary i bezinteresownosci. Od
najmtodszych lat wnosita ciepto i Swiatto do zycia wszystkich wokot niej.

W szkolnych tawkach w Polsce Irena poznata mitoS¢ swojego zycia,
Zbigniewa Rakowieckiego. Ich historia mitosna, oparta na przyjazni i
wspolnych marzeniach, rozwijata sie przez lata. W 1972 roku wyemigrowata
do Detroit w stanie Michigan. Rok pozniej Irena i Zbigniew ztozyli przysiege
matzenska.

Razem wychowali trojke dzieci, ktére staty sie centrum sSwiata Ireny: Jana (z
zong Nicole), Katarzyne (z mezem Marcinem) i Anete (z mezem Piotrem).
Poswiecita cate swoje serce i dusze, aby by¢ niezwyktg matkg, przekazujgc
im mitos¢, madrosc¢ i niezachwiane wsparcie. Jej mitosS¢ jeszcze bardziej
rozkwitta wraz z pojawieniem sie wnukéw — Alusia, Emilki, Dominika i Filipa
— ktorzy przynosili jej najwiekszg radosc. Jej nieograniczona mitos¢ do
rodziny, zwtaszcza wnukow, byta swiadectwem jej bezinteresownej natury i
niezachwianego oddania.



Wiara Ireny w Boga byta fundamentem jej zycia. Dzigki niezachwianemu
zaufaniu do Jego planu, z taskg i sitg stawiata czota wszystkim wyzwaniom i
radosciom. Jej modlitwy byly statym Zzrodtem pokoju, a jej nieztomna
poboznos¢ inspirowata wszystkich, ktorzy jg znali, aby zblizy¢ sie do Boga.

Goscinnosc¢ byta jej znakiem rozpoznawczym. Byta krélowg goscinnosci. Dom
Ireny byt sanktuarium mitosci i ciepta, gdzie nikt nigdy nie wychodzit glodny
ani niekochany. Jej stot zawsze byt obfity, drzwi zawsze otwarte, a ramiona
gotowe do przyjecia kazdego w potrzebie. Nawet bezdomne zwierzeta
znajdowaty u niej schronienie, poniewaz jej wspotczucie nie znato granic.

Jej mitos¢ do polskiego dziedzictwa byta filarem jej tozsamosci. Irena z dumg i
radoscig celebrowata swojg kulture, dzielgc sie tradycjami, historiami i
potrawami, ktére tgczyty jej rodzine z korzeniami. Od swigtecznych
uroczystosci po codzienne ciepto domowego positku, nosita ducha Polski w
sercu i przekazywata go swojej rodzinie.

Irena byta nie tylko matkg i babcig — byta opokg swojej rodziny. Swoimi
czynami nauczata, co znaczy kochac¢ bezwarunkowo, wytrwac¢ w obliczu
trudnosci i dawacé bez oczekiwania niczego w zamian. Jej sita, dobroc |

hojnos¢ byty fundamentem, na ktérym jej rodzina budowata swoje zycie.

Dla swojej siostry Danuty byta dozgonng powierniczka. Dla przyjaciét byta
zrodtem pociechy i radosci. Dla wszystkich, ktorzy jg znali, byta latarnig
Swiatta i mitosci, osobg, ktéra na zawsze pozostawita niezatarte pietno w ich
Zyciu.

Nawet w swoich ostatnich dniach odwaga i sita Ireny byty niezwykte. Walczyta
niestrudzenie, kierowana mitoscig do swojej rodziny i niezachwiang wolg, by
by¢ dla nich. 28 grudnia 2024 roku, otoczona przez swoich najblizszych,
spokojnie odeszta do Nieba, pozostawiajgc po sobie dziedzictwo mitosci,



wiary i wspétczucia, ktore na zawsze bedzie inspirowac jej rodzine.

Spoczywaj w pokoju, najdrozsza Ireno. Bytas niezwyktg zong, matkg, babcig,
siostrg, ciocig i przyjaciotkg. Twoja mito$¢ i Swiatto bedg nadal swieci¢ w
sercach wszystkich, ktérzy Cie znali.

"Nie pytam Cie, Boze, dlaczego jg zabrate$, ale dziekuje za to, ze mi jg
dates."



Cemetery Details

Resurrection Cemetery

18201 Clinton River Rd
Clinton Township, Ml

Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 2. 3:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Mandziuk & Son Funeral Directors, Inc. - Sterling Heights
3801 18 Mile Road

Sterling Heights, MI 48314

(586) 997-3838

Rosary

JAN 2. 7:00 PM (ET)

Mandziuk & Son Funeral Directors, Inc. - Sterling Heights
3801 18 Mile Road

Sterling Heights, MI 48314

(586) 997-3838

Instate

JAN 3. 10:00 AM (ET)

Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church
3100 18 Mile Rd
Sterling Heights, MI 48314



Funeral Mass

JAN 3. 10:30 AM (ET)

Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church
3100 18 Mile Rd
Sterling Heights, MI 48314



Tribute Wall

Our sincerest condolences to the Rakowiecki family .
May she rest in peace

Sincerely

Grazyna & Wlodzimierz Czerwinski

Grazyna & Wlodek Czerwinski - January 03, 2025 at 07:13 PM

Krystyna & Ryszard Nytko lit a candle in "
memory of Irena Rakowiecki

Krystyna & Ryszard Nytko - January 02, 2025 at 11:57 PM

Zofia, Peter, and Robert Wloszek purchased the
Beauitiful in Blue for the family of Irena
Rakowiecki.

Zofia, Peter, and Robert Wloszek - January 02, 2025 at 05:08
PM

Ala Bielawny lit a candle in memory of Irena !
Rakowiecki

Ala Bielawny - January 02, 2025 at 03:20 PM


https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

May She rest in peace. Love, Heather purchased
the Lavender Reflections Spray for the family of
Irena Rakowiecki.

May She rest in peace. Love, Heather - January 02, 2025 at
10:33 AM

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the
family of Irena Rakowiecki.

January 02, 2025 at 10:25 AM

Love's Journey was purchased for the family of
Irena Rakowiecki.

January 02, 2025 at 09:47 AM

Patrycja i Bartosz Klimowski purchased the Endu
ring Grace for the family of Irena Rakowiecki.

Patrycja i Bartosz Klimowski - January 02, 2025 at 09:45 AM


https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Tania Czaplicka i Maryla purchased the Fairest of
All for the family of Irena Rakowiecki.

Tania Czaplicka i Maryla - January 02, 2025 at 09:28 AM

Victoria Chamernik (Sudul) & Family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Irena Rakowiecki.

Victoria Chamernik (Sudul) & Family - January 01, 2025 at 07:16 PM

Victoria Chamernik (Sudul) & Family purchased

the Beautiful Dreams for the family of Irena
Rakowiecki.

Victoria Chamernik (Sudul) & Family - January 01, 2025 at
07:16 PM

Zbigniew Malski and Family purchased the Heav
enly Grace Spray for the family of Irena
Rakowiecki.

Zbigniew Malski and Family - January 01, 2025 at 05:52 PM


https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1393&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1393&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1393&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Irena Rakowiecki.

January 01, 2025 at 02:04 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial

Tree</a> was planted in honor of Irena Rakowiecki.

January 01, 2025 at 02:04 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Irena Rakowiecki.

January 01, 2025 at 01:20 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Irena Rakowiecki.

January 01, 2025 at 01:00 PM


https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Trish Page purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet
for the family of Irena Rakowiecki.

Trish Page - January 01, 2025 at 12:21 PM

Rodzina Stefaniszyn. purchased the Sentiments
of Serenity Spray for the family of Irena
Rakowiecki.

Rodzina Stefaniszyn. - December 31, 2024 at 11:36 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Irena Rakowiecki.

December 31, 2024 at 10:52 PM

Markit Strategies & PR planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Irena Rakowiecki.

Markit Strategies & PR - December 31, 2024 at 01:19 PM


https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Markit Strategies & PR purchased the Medium Di
sh Garden for the family of Irena Rakowiecki.

Markit Strategies & PR - December 31, 2024 at 01:19 PM

Love's Journey was purchased for the family of
Irena Rakowiecki.

December 31, 2024 at 11:34 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial

Tree</a> was planted in honor of Irena Rakowiecki.

December 31, 2024 at 11:34 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Irena Rakowiecki.

December 30, 2024 at 07:18 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Irena Rakowiecki.

December 30, 2024 at 07:18 PM


https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Dr. Erin Baker and Family purchased the Enchant
ed Cottage for the family of Irena Rakowiecki.

Dr. Erin Baker and Family - December 30, 2024 at 06:44 PM

Fritzi Bohlmann planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Irena Rakowiecki.

Fritzi Bohlmann - December 30, 2024 at 05:43 PM

Fritzi Bohlmann purchased the Peaceful White Lil
ies Basket for the family of Irena Rakowiecki.

Fritzi Bohlmann - December 30, 2024 at 05:43 PM

Magda i Bartek Skorupski planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Irena Rakowiecki.

Magda i Bartek Skorupski - December 30, 2024 at 04:23 PM


https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Magda i Bartek Skorupski purchased the Divine
Peace Bouquet for the family of Irena
Rakowiecki.

Magda i Bartek Skorupski - December 30, 2024 at 04:23 PM

Lori and Frank Alcini planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?

Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Irena Rakowiecki.

Lori and Frank Alcini - December 30, 2024 at 04:01 PM

Lori and Frank Alcini purchased the Gracious Lav
ender Basket for the family of Irena Rakowiecki.

Lori and Frank Alcini - December 30, 2024 at 04:01 PM

Ania i Renia Kronka purchased the Strength & So
lace Spray for the family of Irena Rakowiecki.

Ania i Renia Kronka - December 30, 2024 at 03:50 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Irena Rakowiecki.

December 30, 2024 at 03:23 PM


https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Irena Rakowiecki.

December 30, 2024 at 03:23 PM

She was such a wonderful woman, so kind and loving. I'm very sad
to hear that she has passed. May God be with her family and offer
them peace during this time.
Verona Rejniak - December 30, 2024 at 03:14 PM
Verona & Grzegorz Rejniak planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Irena Rakowiecki.
Verona & Grzegorz Rejniak - December 30, 2024 at 03:11 PM

Verona & Grzegorz Rejniak purchased the Beauti
ful in Blue for the family of Irena Rakowiecki.

Verona & Grzegorz Rejniak - December 30, 2024 at 03:11 PM


https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

