
Patricia Valko
April 9, 1935 - September 24, 2021

Our beloved Patricia was born April 9, 1935 in Manchester, England to
Thomas and Eileen Helicon. 

 

Living in England at this time, Patricia’s early childhood was turned upside
down as the result of the trials of World War II. Her father was a patriot who
entered into service and served overseas, and her mother and Patricia
relocated to the safety of family in Blackpool, England. Patricia’s grandmother,
whom they lived with, played a significant role in Pat’s life and upbringing
whilst her mother worked outside the home. Patricia also established loving
relationships with her aunts (aunties) who played into a major pivotal event in
Pat’s life. 

 

Two of Patricia’s “aunties”, auntie Kay and auntie Jenny, married U.S. Soldiers
and became war brides moving to the United States after the war ended. By
1951, Patricia had graduated from secondary school and procured a position
as a secretary at National Utilities, a Manchester lending institution. Over the
next 3 years Pat saved her money to fund a one-way ticket to the US for
adventure and to visit her dear aunties. At the age of 19, Patricia boarded a
ship all on her own for the seven-day voyage that, unknowingly at the time,
would become her new home. 

 

While aboard the ship Patricia befriended other passengers, one of whom



advised her on how to arrange train travel from New York to Detroit. After
many hours, Patricia arrived in Detroit at midnight and was met by her auntie
Kay and her husband, uncle Ray, at the historic Detroit Train Station. They
took Pat in to live with them and their 3 children in their small Clawson home.
Once Pat was settled, she quickly secured a position as a secretary at an
HVAC company and began enjoying her new life in the US. 

 

Auntie Kay and family were members of Guardian Angel Catholic Church
located in Clawson, and she encouraged Patricia to join the Catholic Youth
Organization (CYO) where she eventually met her future husband Frank
Valko. Frank was the president of the CYO and having discovered that Pat
had no driver’s license nor had ever driven a car before, offered her a ride to
her home. That ride began their relationship and eventually Frank and Pat
were engaged and they married on August 18, 1956. Following their wedding,
the newlyweds bought their first home on Alexander Avenue in Royal Oak. 

 

Precisely nine months following the wedding their first child, Paul, was born
May 15, 1957, and soon to be followed by three additional children. As their
family grew, they realized they needed more room, so in 1965 they built a new
home on Hedge Drive in Sterling Heights and established lifelong
relationships with some truly exceptional neighbors. Although not everyone
lived on the same street, this group of neighbors were lovingly nicknamed
"The Hedge Drive Gang". The neighbors were very close sharing each other’s
company at block parties, pig roasts, Bunco night and Tripoley card parties,
bowling leagues, and so much more. 

 

Patricia and Frank built a special bond with two neighborhood couples -
Barbara and Randy Scott, and Ivete and Dago Krambek. The ladies were
extremely close and they referred to themselves as “the three musketeers".
The three couples enjoyed family vacations together, as well as couples’ trips,
numerous social events, dinners, and traveled to the Miss USA pageant in



Florida where one of the daughters competed. 
 

Patricia loved her family first and foremost. She also loved gardening, flowers,
dinners with family, traveling and sight seeing, attending shows with both
family and friends, and of course a good cup of tea. Pat loved pets as well as
all animals and had a special love of cardinals. She loved her many pet cats
and dogs over the years, and especially her dog, Charlie, who was with her to
the end. 

 

Patricia and Frank were active members of St. Anne's Catholic Church for
many years. They were also affiliated with St. Anastasia through family
connections, including Frank’s mother, Marie, who was a founding member,
son Bryan and wife Laurie were married at St. Anastasia and active
parishioners, and where all of their grandchildren were baptized. 

 

Patricia was the loving wife of the late Frank for 60 years. Beloved mother of
the late Paul (Debbie), Bryan (Laurie), Keith (Donna), and Lisa (Michael)
Hackert. Dear grandmother of Thomas, Daniel, Katie (Josh), Colleen,
Jennifer, Jacob, Sarah, Derek and Alana. Great grandmother of Nora. Patricia
was loved dearly and will be greatly missed by family, friends and neighbors. 

 

In lieu of flowers the family requests donations be made to the Humane
Society of Michigan. (https://www.michiganhumane.org/)



Cemetery Details

Guardian Angel Cemetery

4701 N. Rochester Rd
Rochester, MI 48306

Previous Events

Instate

SEP 30. 9:30 AM (ET)

St. Anastasia Roman Catholic Church
4571 John R Rd
Troy, MI 48085-3559
(248) 689-8380

Mass of the Christian Burial

SEP 30. 10:00 AM (ET)

St. Anastasia Roman Catholic Church
4571 John R Rd
Troy, MI 48085-3559
(248) 689-8380
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Lisa
Hackert

October 23, 2023 at 04:00 AM

Patricia Valko

January 06, 2023 at 05:24 AM

Patricia Valko

September 29, 2021 at 02:15 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Patricia Valko.

Lisa Hackert - September 28, 2021 at 06:36 AM

19 files added to the tribute wall

https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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CF

September 27, 2021 at 04:36 PM

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family
of Patricia Valko.

September 26, 2021 at 07:01 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Patricia Valko.

September 26, 2021 at 05:55 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Patricia Valko.

Carol and the late Jim Valko & family - September 26, 2021 at
05:22 PM

Carol and the late Jim Valko & family purchased
the Country Basket Blooms for the family of
Patricia Valko.

https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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John M. Bomarito - September 25, 2021 at 09:01 PM

Condolences from the Bomarito Family on the
loss of your Mother Pat. She was always very
gracious whenever Bryan would invite us into
her home. 

  
Eternal Rest Eternal rest grant unto Pat, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon her. May she be reunited with Frank & Paul. May
Pat, and the souls of all the faithful departed, and through the mercy
of God, rest in peace.

  
May the angels lead you to Paradise.

Cronk, Lambert & Carroll families - September 25, 2021 at
07:31 PM

Cronk, Lambert & Carroll families purchased the
Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant for the family of
Patricia Valko.

September 25, 2021 at 06:16 PM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
Patricia Valko.

https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Katie Valko - September 25, 2021 at 05:51 PM

Grandma, I remember sleepovers at your house when I was small.
We always watched Wizard of Oz. I still remember what drawer to
check for cookies, even if it’s just fig newtons. I remember going to
Frankenmuth for chicken dinners. I showed you my etiquette skills
after learning them in Girl Scouts. Dad always insisted you were
fancy, even when you’d remind us that you were just a girl from
Blackpool. 
I fondly remember weekends at The Little House (love this pic of
you on a boat ride), breakfast at the Masonic, 4th of July parades.
Our cross country train trip to pick up dads Prius where we visited
aunt Jenny and cousin Donna (see pic) and spoiled our riches in
Vegas. I remember our trip to show you my school- Notre Dame. I
remember your love of animals; your delight in birds, especially
cardinals. I remember that you’d always sign your Facebook
comments “Grandma”. I remember how funny you are and how that
has passed down the generations. When I called to tell you that
you’d become a great-grandma you instantly replied, “I always knew
I’d be grand someday”. Nora will be lucky to get your sense of
humor. We are all lucky to have had you in our life. I love you
forever and always. Katharine Patricia.

September 25, 2021 at 04:23 PM

Guiding Light Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Patricia Valko.

https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4371&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mandziukfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4371&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

